
It’s more than a piece of original art 

As the newest member of USD 435’s Administrative Team, Assistant 
Superintendent Chris Cooper is right at home in his office at the USD 435 District Office 
in downtown Abilene. A piece of original art, featuring a tree with leaves, is prominently 
displayed on the wall behind his desk. It is a treasured gift from the staff and students at 
Garfield Elementary. 

Alicia Holaday, Elementary Art Instructor, created the trunk, root system and 
branches of the eye-catching tree, but each leaf is actually a thumbprint from a fourth or 
fifth grade student at Garfield. Not only is this drawing a reminder of the 14 years that 
Chris served as principal of that school, it also depicts his philosophy about education.
 The tree, Chris says, represents what we do. “Each child is like a different leaf on 
a tree, they are all individuals. Our district forms the roots, trunk, and branches of the 
tree. To have a healthy tree or school system, it takes every part of the system working 
together.”  

This philosophy supports our district mission: To help ALL students become 
successful and responsible lifelong learners in a changing world. With our district 
providing the basic system (roots, trunk and branches) each student (leaf), with his or her 
individual talents and challenges, is helped to become a successful and responsible 
citizen.  

Mr. Cooper concludes, “Abilene schools should be a place where every student is 
safe, healthy, loved, and develops good character. When students leave our schools they 
should be well-rounded individuals, with the skills needed to reach their full potential in 
college, career and life.” 

Chris will share his philosophy and our district mission by working with 
community, parents, building leaders, teachers, support staff, and students, helping to 
bring them together in a united effort to maximize student learning in all of our public 
schools.  


