
Construction Clarifications

After fielding several questions about the school construction photo on the front 
page of Monday’s (11/4/13) Reflector Chronicle article, I thought it might be helpful to 
share my responses community wide.

That architect’s rendering actually shows a possible long range Master Plan that 
would locate elementary, middle and high school students in the same area; it also depicts 
the building of a new high school. It is a plan that may or may not be enacted in the next 
20, 40 or even 60 years. But, it does provide an overall framework or a guide to a big 
picture of what our schools COULD look like in the distant future.

The architect’s rendering on the back page of Monday’s paper shows more 
immediate considerations; including a new 4th & 5th grade elementary school, an addition 
to the middle school, and the addition of a new gym, auditorium and administrative space 
that would be added to our present high school if a bond issue is presented and is passed 
by the voters. A Citizens Advisory Committee recommended these additions, as well as a 
numerous school safety considerations, to the Abilene School Board on October 14th. The 
board is now studying these recommendations to determine next steps; part of their study 
is to look at a Master Plan.

So, what is the significance of a long range Master Plan? It helps us take a look at 
the big picture and determine whether the Citizens Advisory Committee’s 
recommendations are not only good for the here and now but also for much farther in the 
future. 

For example, is it a wise decision to add a gym, auditorium and administrative 
space to a structure that was built in 1955? The Master Plan indicates that those new 
structures could later become the basis for a new facility that would house future 
generations of students, and that money spent now would fit into an overall plan for 
Abilene schools. 

While today McKinley and Kennedy are adequate educational spaces, the Master 
Plan provides options for the future.  Considering McKinley was built in 1951 and 
Kennedy in 1963, future boards may have decisions to make regarding these facilities. 
This Master Plan provides a viable option for updating all elementary schools in one 
location and adding space while consolidating future building costs in one adjoining 
facility. 

Through the Master Planning process, our current Board of Education is studying 
the proposed projects in a broader context considering options for future boards as they 
make facility decisions for many generations to come.

I hope this helps clarify questions that you might have. And, as always, if you 
have a question, please feel free to contact me.  (dguy@abileneschools.org or call 
785-263-2630)
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