
 
His Legacy Lives On

February 17th is President’s Day. Originally established in 1885 in recognition of 
President George Washington, Presidents’ Day is now viewed as a day to celebrate all 
U.S. presidents, past and present.  

It is indeed a privilege to live in the hometown of our nation’s 34th president. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower graduated from Abilene High School in 1909 and is one of our 
most famous graduates. His legacy continues to be honored at the Eisenhower 
Presidential Library and Museum.

Being so close to this facility affords our students many educational opportunities 
that range from creative onsite programs to special events, even a chance to work with 
researchers while accessing original documents. 

Our first graders typically go to the Eisenhower Center for a field trip, touring the 
grounds and making a quick trip through the museum as well. 

Garfield students attend the Constitution Day Ceremony in September. Also 
according to Principal Dallas Meneley, students work with Mitzi Gose and the 
Eisenhower Foundation. He said, “She comes to our classrooms and works with our After 
School Program. Currently we have a challenge going on where students have the 
opportunity to create a presentation about Eisenhower's childhood. The winning 
presentation will be used by the Eisenhower Foundation.”

According to Tom Schwartz, principal at McKinley, this year’s third graders 
viewed a video that provided an overview of Ike's life and were involved in an “I Spy” 
activity where they checked off items about Ike’s home and family life as they toured his 
boyhood home. He added, “In the museum they went through artifacts that the staff had 
assembled reflecting Ike's work, play and school days. It was set up so our kids could see 
what life was like back then.”
 Seventh graders look forward to going to Eisenhower Day each year while 
Abilene High School’s English classes use the Eisenhower Library for primary research 
projects. Ms. Ashley DeLange said, “Having the Eisenhower Presidential Library in our 
community is just one of the many great things about Abilene. The Eisenhower Museum 
and Library gives students the opportunity to immerse themselves in history in a new 
way. Through the sophomore speech project students can experience first hand what it is 
like to do research at a Presidential Library. This year they even had the opportunity to do 
research alongside visiting scholars from various locations. This is a fantastic opportunity 
for students, unheard of in most other communities. The staff there is fantastic and they 
work very hard to make each visit a worthwhile educational experience. Kim Barbieri, 
Kevin Bailey, and Chalsea Millner have been invaluable resources for students and 
myself. They do everything from making sure materials are ready for our scheduled visits 
to helping students one-on-one when they go back for additional research. To sum it up, 
the Eisenhower Center is an exceptional resource that truly gives our students an 
advantage that most students not from this area don't have.” 



 Ms. Janeal Schmidt, Abilene High School’s U.S. History and Government 
Instructor also reiterated, “The Eisenhower Library is an invaluable resource in bringing 
history alive for our students. American History students have the opportunity to 
participate in the Five-Star Leaders Program which uses documents and news clips to 
lead them through the process that President Eisenhower and his advisors followed when 
deciding to use troops to forcibly integrate Little Rock's Central High School. The 
students gain valuable historical thinking and leadership skills through their participation 
in this program.”

We value our relationship with the Eisenhower Library and Museum and as 
President’s Day approaches, it seems like a good time to acknowledge how fortunate we 
as a district and as a community are to have such an amazing treasure in our own 
backyards. 


