
LEARNING THAT WORKS 

Abilene High School students have the opportunity to follow Career Pathways 
during their four-year course of study while receiving a college ready curriculum.

What exactly is a Career pathway? A Pathway is a sequence of courses within a 
student’s area of interest. Pathways are an educational road map that help students select 
school courses and post-secondary options that are in line with their career destination. 
They are designed to connect career interests from high school to college and/or career. 

Let’s say that a student shows an aptitude in the Human Resources and Services 
Career Field, and indicates an interest in pursuing a vocation in Hospitality and Tourism 
(one of 16 identified Kansas Career Clusters). That student would then have the option to 
enroll in the Restaurant & Event Management Pathway available in the Family and 
Consumer Sciences (FACS) department. 

According to Deb Farr, AHS FACS instructor, that student might take a Career 
and Life Planning course during their freshman year, followed by Culinary Arts during 
their sophomore year.  As a junior, he/she might participate in Nutrition and Wellness and 
by his/her senior year, he/she would be ready for an Internship called Career and 
Community Connections. 

When completed, students can receive college credits from various colleges and 
universities, i.e. 3 credits at Barton County toward Hospitality and Restaurant 
Management.  

Students can then take the industry standard assessment called ServSafe.  In many 
companies, i.e. Olive Garden, it is company policy for their managers to have passed this 
industry recognized exam.  Ms. Farr is always pleased to let these companies know that 
Abilene High School has students who will enter the work force or a culinary school with 
the ServSafe credential.

Whether it’s a Restaurant & Event Management Pathway, a Design & Pre-
Construction Pathway (under the Architecture & Construction Cluster) or any other 
available pathway, all are designed to be an integrated collection of programs and 
services intended to develop students’ core academic, technical and employability skills.
 These are the pathways that are available for Abilene High School Students:  
Agriculture Science; Plant Science; Power, Structural & Technical Systems; 
Construction; Design & Pre-Construction; A/V Communications; Visual Arts; Teaching/
Training; Business Finance-Accounting; Restaurant & Event Management; Family & 
Community Services; Web & Digital Communications; and Facility & Mobile Equipment 
Maintenance.
 Often cited as “learning that works,” the Career Cluster model prepares students 
for tomorrow’s workforce and a job market that require additional knowledge, improved 
skills and highly flexible workers.  Some believe that even if pursuing a college degree, a 
skill can provide much needed financial means to support that effort.

For a more information please go to my website: www.abileneschools.org, click 
on district, then superintendent page.
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