
Remembering the Kirby House . . . 
and it’s ties to our school and students

     The Kirby House was a place where students interested in a culinary career could do 
job shadowing or participate in professional learning experiences. Deb Farr, Abilene High 
School family and consumer science instructor said, “It saddens me that we have lost a 
valuable local teaching resource. In the past, I have taken Culinary Arts students to the 
Kirby House. It was an unbelievable learning experience for our students. They were able 
to see fine dining in action, both the back of the house (kitchen area) and front (dining 
area). The Kirby House provided a local experience and an insight to the hospitality 
pathway. The students were also able to order from the menu using funds they received 
from a fund raising food project. Many times students ordered food they had not tried 
before or unable to try before.” 
      It was a place where business students came to practice dining etiquette. Dawn James, 
business instructor at Abilene High School, remembers the real life lessons that were 
applied at the restaurant. “The Kirby House was the perfect setting to reinforce my lesson 
on dining etiquette, a topic that is essential in the world of business. It provided an 
opportunity for my Entrepreneurship class to practice dining skills in a formal setting, 
complete with china and multiple pieces of silver and glassware. Consequently, students 
walked away with more than they could have gained in the classroom.“
     Graduates, like Keegan Cole worked part time earning extra money for college. 
Concerning that experience, he said, “Even though my time spent working at the Kirby 
House as a waiter was short, it remains to be my favorite work experience as of yet in my  
life. The dedication I saw, from employees and customers alike, was astounding. Working 
nearly everyday over the summer between my sophomore and junior year of college, I 
became well acquainted with the loyal patrons of the House. Besides coming to dine on 
the wonderful food, customers came for the House itself. The history and atmosphere 
residing in the restaurant was something incredibly unique and obviously will be sorely 
missed. For those lucky enough to partake in the overall experience of the Kirby House, 
may it be the local folk or those from any other part of the world (which I can 
comfortably say 'world' having served customers from nearby states to those from 
England, Australia, and Germany), a positive memory will always remain with them. 
This applies to me as well having experienced the House from both customer and 
employee standpoints.”  
          It was a place that even brought college graduates back to Abilene. Amanda Riffel-
Collins, an Abilene High School graduate who went on to earn a degree in restaurant and 
hotel management from Kansas State University gained valuable work experience at the 
Kirby House. “I wouldn't be where I am today without the mentoring I received there,” 
she mentioned on Facebook shortly after hearing about the fire. 
          It was a special place where many high school students made reservations for pre-
prom meals. A place that reminded students, and people of all ages of the interesting 
history of our town. The Kirby House, with its elaborate Italianate architectural styling 
and Victorian interior, was a source of pride for our community. 



        The loss of a place like the Kirby House reminds us of the important connections 
that we often don’t stop to think about. Even though we all are sad that it is gone, we are 
thankful for the memories it has given to our community, and the relationship it had to 
our school and to our students.


