
STUDENT SAFETY COMES FIRST

Ask a bus driver about their top priority and the answer always comes back to this 
— student safety comes first! 

USD 435 joins school districts throughout the state and nation in celebrating the 
importance of National School Bus Safety Week. The idea of a school bus safety week 
began in 1964 and has grown to a national event. In 2007 the US House of 
Representatives passed a resolution (HR498) to honor the goals and ideals of National 
School Bus Safety Week.

This year’s theme, ”STAND BACK FROM THE YELLOW AND BLACK!” 
reminds students to be cautious any time they must cross the street. Students need to 
cross where they can be seen by the bus driver, and also need to watch for traffic. The 
greatest risk to children is when they are outside the school bus. A majority of student 
injuries and fatalities occur as a result of motorists who attempt to pass a stopped school 
bus with flashing red warning lights while students load or unload.

Ensuring the safety of students as they enter and exit the bus is crucial.  Our bus 
drivers are trained to be cautious, and Kansas law requires motorists to stop for a school 
bus anytime students are either boarding or leaving the bus. Red flashing lights, as well 
as a stop sign on the side of the bus, remind motorists to stop. 

 Our bus drivers suggest that adults continue to remind children of these important 
tips as they board or depart from the bus:

• Please stay seated when the bus is moving
• Please stay 10ft away from the bus when it is pulling up. Take 10 giant steps back 

from the curb while waiting for the bus and 10 steps when exiting the bus.
National studies show school buses are the safest method for transporting young 

people – up to 22 times safer than passenger cars. Nearly 750 of our students ride on 
school buses each day and our bus drivers are dedicated to providing safe transportation 
for children in our school districts. 


