
Textbook adoption — more than judging a book by its cover

This is the time of year that we're working on textbook selection. Walk into our 
downtown District office and you’ll notice boxes of curriculum materials — all in the 
process of undergoing consideration for the 2014-15 school year.

Textbooks are vital tools within the classroom and today most come with 
packaged curriculums. These research-based curriculums help teachers teach the Kansas 
adopted college and career ready standards in a scientific manner taking into 
consideration how the brain works as well as strategies such as spiraling throughout 
multiple grade levels. Because of the multistate adopted standards, resources alignment 
between standards and curriculum is much more efficient than in previous years.

Textbooks and curriculums do become outdated when new standards are adopted.  
Recently, four of our core subjects have new standards – English language arts, 
mathematics, social studies, and science. This has made it difficult to stay on a rotation 
with adoptions and actually, time was given to the publishing companies to catch up 
before our district considered adoptions.  This year we are looking at K-6 English 
language arts and 6-12 mathematics.  Typically, there is a rotating schedule and generally 
we follow an approved process when it comes to any new textbook/curriculum adoption.  

When I say process, it is exactly that — a series of steps taken in order to achieve 
a particular end. This process is overseen by Assistant Superintendent Chris Cooper and 
includes input from many teacher leaders.  Essentially the process consists of eight steps:

1. Research the latest information on successful teaching methods.
2. Contact publishers requesting information about their curriculum. It is our policy 

to also ask them to provide “white papers”— research conducted by non-biased 
outside agencies.

3. Select the curriculum resources that we want to review.
4. Have teachers review the materials, looking for alignment to the standards and 

research based teaching methods.
5. Invite publishers into the district to present to a group of teachers. We ask them to 

explain their curriculum, the research behind the curriculum, the professional 
learning involved, and, of course, to answer our questions.

6. Periodically, we visit with other schools that currently use the curriculum the 
district is interested in purchasing.

7. Bid out materials. 
8. Make a final decision. 
Adopting new textbooks and curriculum materials is time consuming and a somewhat 

tedious process, generally taking most of a school year. Following an established process 
helps us make sure that we make the best choice and go far beyond just judging a book 
by its cover. 


