
All I Really Need To Know 

  The book “All I Really Need To Know I Learned in Kindergarten,” first published 
in 1988, points out the many things children learn in their first year of school, such as 
sharing, being kind to one another, and cleaning up after themselves. The author goes on 
to explain that the world would be improved if adults would only adhere to those same 
basic rules they learned as children.

While I couldn’t agree more, it made me start to think and even to compare how 
kindergarten has changed over the years. 

My mother did not attend kindergarten back in 1933, it was looked upon as 
optional and not regarded as valuable for the child’s future. 

As a kindergartner, a few years back, I remember being frightened my first day. 
Like our Kennedy Staff, my teachers were so nice and worked me through the initial fear. 
Kindergarten was still optional but society as a whole began to realize that it was 
important and very few people did not attend. 

And, by the time my children were ready for school, kindergarten was looked 
upon as critical for the foundational skills needed for reading and math along with the 
many social skills taught in kindergarten.

Now, of course, kindergarteners attend a full day of school.  I thought it might be 
interesting to share some of the things that the kindergarten students will be doing this 
coming year.

MATH 
Counting and Cardinality: Know number names and sequence, compare numbers, 

and count objects.
Operations and Algebraic Thinking: Understand addition as putting together and 

adding to, and understand subtraction as taking apart and taking from.
Geometry: Analyze, compare, create, and compose shapes.
READING
Print Concepts: Demonstrate understanding of organization and basic features of 

print.
Phonological Awareness: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, 

and sounds.
Phonics and Word Recognition: Know and apply grade level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words.
Fluency: Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.
Writing: Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion 

pieces, informative pieces, and narrations.
Today’s kindergarten students are still learning the basic skills that I learned in 

Kindergarten but so much more. 


